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Medicine and Surgery [he wrote to his wife] form a
work that one should either give up one's whole and
undivided attention to from the first, or else leave strictly
alone in practice : and I'm afraid I have done neither,
for I have squandered .my energies over various hobbies
instead of making my profession my one object in life.

But his real genius lay elsewhere; and though
it is as an explorer and an artist that he is known,
it is as a naturalist in all its branches, but especi-
ally in ornithology, that he would have been recog-
nized had he lived to finish his work.

His faithful henchman, Seaman Gross, had made
for him, from the German silver of old sledge-
runners, models of a sledge and ski to match it,
mounted on a piece of ship's teak ; and the model
of a pram from the same material as a reminder
of Norway. These were always among his cherished
souvenirs.

They are a really pretty piece of work that anyone
would admire. Gross still declares that he is going to
leave the Navy and come and be my coachman, and
live at the doctor's lodge ! Lodgings, I told him, more
likely, if he came to live with the doctor.

The published work of Seton Thompson, whom
he describes as * my ideal writer,* stirred his am-
bition to give to the world an illustrated account
of his own zoological researches.

I get crazy sometimes in thinking what Seton Thompson
would make in the way of the most fascinating stories
and pictures out of many things that I have seen and
he never has, ... I can t see how else I could have
got any knowledge or love of God except through all
fese wild Mngs that I loved instinctively, and without a
r God I can?t imagine either loving you or being
by you,                                          ,